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of that consensus is the recognition that a rich, multisensory learning 

environment—the shapes and textures, the colors, smells, and sounds 

of the real world—is essential for the full cognitive and emotional 

development of the child. Learning in the school garden is learning in 

the real world at its very best. It is beneficial for the development of 

the individual student and the school community, and it is one of the 

best ways for children to become ecologically literate and thus able to 

contribute to building a sustainable future.

Through our senses we experience the world. © CEL / Barlow



Getting Started         51Life Lab Science Program www.lifelab.org

About the Collaborators

CENTER FOR ECOLITERACY

The Center for Ecoliteracy is a nonprofit organization dedicated to education for sustainable living in K-12 schools 

nationwide. Through its initiative, Smart by Nature: Schooling for Sustainability, the Center provides expertise,  

inspiration, and support to the vital and growing movement of educators who are preparing young people to meet 

today’s environmental challenges by developing the knowledge, skills, and values essential to sustainable living. Based 

on nearly 20 years of experience, the Center for Ecoliteracy offers books, teaching guides, and other publications; 

professional development seminars; and direct consulting services, including academic program audits, in-depth  

curriculum development, and coaching to improve teaching and learning around sustainability. The Center’s newest 

book is Smart by Nature: Schooling for Sustainability (Watershed Media/UC Press, fall of 2009). Other books and 

guides include Big Ideas: Linking Food, Culture, Health and the Environment (Center for Ecoliteracy, 2008); Ecological 

Literacy: Educating Our Children for a Sustainable World (Sierra Club Books, 2005); and Rethinking School Lunch  

(Learning in the Real World, 2004). 

Center for Ecoliteracy

At The David Brower Center

2150 Allston Way, Suite 270

Berkeley, CA 94704-1377

510.845.4595

www.ecoliteracy.org

info@ecoliteracy.org

LIFE LAB SCIENCE PROGRAM

Life Lab Science Program is a national leader in garden-based education. Life Lab, founded in Santa Cruz, California 

in 1979, is dedicated to developing and using school gardens as “living laboratories” where students can integrate 

and apply what they are learning in the classroom. Life Lab has trained tens of thousands of educators in science, 

math, language arts, visual arts, and environmental education in the garden. Hundreds of thousands of Life Lab’s 

garden-based activity guides and curricula have been sold nationwide. Life Lab hosts over ten thousand students and 

educators each year in their Garden Classroom for workshops, field trips, summer camps, and youth internships. 

Visit www.lifelab.org for more information on garden-based learning resources, workshops, and publications.

Life Lab Science Program

1156 High Street

Santa Cruz, CA 95064

 831.459.2001

www.lifelab.org

lifelab@lifelab.org
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