




Inspiration, support and guidance for school nutrition professionals.
Partnering with over 50 California school nutrition programs since 2016.

http://www.lunchassist.org




recap of last call

● reopening schools
● USDA waivers #13-21
● participation strategies
● lunch at the library
● emergency food service training
● managing yourself

https://drive.google.com/open?id=14TtY85ilmH0FScr02wkIo9ApEzpHBE08


agenda

● district spotlights
● funding 
● policy updates
● P-EBT
● resources
● leadership corner
● discussion

usda professional standards

3220, 3240, 3220, 3360, 3410, 4150















reopening schools
national

● strong government push for reopening
● growing concerns from health officials about COVID-19 health impacts on 

youth & overall readiness to open schools 

california

● CDE & OES PPE survey
● state task force exploring reopening questions & challenges 
● $18.4 billion budget deficit 





● $1.6 billion for california elementary/secondary relief*
○ 90% to LEAs; 10% to state services
○ training and staff development, purchasing of supplies, 

planning and coordinating for school meal services
● $700 million for california SNPs

○ only allowable cost is meal reimbursements

CARES act



● request for public assistance (RPA)*
○ apply through OES until 30 days after disaster conclusion
○ sooner is better! 
○ applicant = LEA 
○ explore eligibility for labor, equipment, supplies, 

administrative costs 
○ “funding of last resort”

FEMA 



state funding

● CA disaster relief 
○ CA ed code 49505
○ offsets fixed expenses
○ contingent on available 

funds 
○ no “double dipping”

● COVID-19 LEA response 
fund (SB 117)*
○ $100 million 
○ nutrition services & meal 

access 



heroes act: feed the children

● $3 billion for CNPs
● reimbursement 

○ 55% of lost revenue
march-june 2019  vs 2020

● USDA foods > 2019 allocation
● FFVP flexibilities

the house votes this friday

must also pass the senate...



action for healthy kids grant

● who? districts currently feeding 
students 

● what? receive up to $2,000 for:
○ coolers, insulated bags, carts, 

packaging, PPE, or other 
equipment through hubert

● when? ASAP! grants open now and 
awarded weekly.  

● priority for districts in specific 
locations (fresno)  





waivers

updates
● california will opt-in to all waivers 
● FFVP parent pick up (new)
● #21: “status quo” through June 30

pending for summer 2020
● non-congregate
● area eligibility
● meal pattern (expires may 31)

not approved
● claiming adult meals



waiver recordkeeping

Waiver No. Title Program How to Apply (california)

#1, #2, #17 Meal Service Times
Non-congregate feeding

SSO, SFSP snpinfo@cde.ca.gov 
& update CNIPS

#1, #2, #17 Meal Service Times
Non-congregate feeding

CACFP http://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/s.asp?k=15852671
9023 
& update CNIPS

#3 Afterschool Enrichment Activities CACFP, SNP http://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/s.asp?k=15852671
9023

#4, #13 Meal Pattern Waiver CACFP, SNP https://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/go/mealpatternc
ovidwaivers.asp 

#18 Triennial Assessment of LSWP SNP https://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/go/lswptriennial
waiver.asp 

n/a Area Eligibility for Schools <50% 
Free/Reduced

SSO, SFSP https://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/go/cnpareaeligib
ilitywaiver.asp 

mailto:snpinfo@cde.ca.gov
http://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/s.asp?k=158526719023
http://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/s.asp?k=158526719023
http://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/s.asp?k=158526719023
http://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/s.asp?k=158526719023
https://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/go/mealpatterncovidwaivers.asp
https://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/go/mealpatterncovidwaivers.asp
https://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/go/lswptriennialwaiver.asp
https://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/go/lswptriennialwaiver.asp
https://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/go/cnpareaeligibilitywaiver.asp
https://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/go/cnpareaeligibilitywaiver.asp






P-EBT

what you can do
● build public awareness!!

faq’s
● $365 / child (one time funds) 
● eligibles students:

○ qualified for free/reduced meals
○ enrolled in P2 or CEP schools 

● do not need to apply if receiving: 
○ calfresh, calworks, medi-cal, etc. (DC)

● do need to apply if eligible but do not get card in mail

may 22: P-EBT cards for DC students delivered
june 30: deadline to apply



P-EBT communications

● students who receive p-ebt are still eligible to pick up free meals at sites

● does not impact immigration status/public charge

● easy application: (1) name
(2) address
(3) school site

Tip: consider print media, social media, email, text, and phone calls

No evidence of eligibility is required (no letters from the school, etc)



P-EBT toolkit

● sample all call scripts 
● sample text messages, 

emails, social media 
● FAQs
● posters 
● english, spanish, chinese

https://www.cdss.ca.gov/home/pandemic-ebt

https://www.cdss.ca.gov/home/pandemic-ebt




P-EBT questions? 

chef brenda ruiz 
president
sacramento food policy council 
president@sacfoodpolicy.org







● academy of nutrition & dietetics
○ opportunities & challenges in providing school meals in the wake of COVID-19
○ featuring sandy curwood, liz campbell, and other state nutrition directors
○ 10:30 a.m. pacific 

● no kid hungry 
○ menu planning for non-congregate meals
○ featuring lunchassist, miguel villarreal, and ICN
○ 11:00 a.m. pacific

● california department of education 
○ thought partners: transitioning back to school and moving forward in meal service 

town hall meeting 
○ featuring gary petil, robert schramm, and other nutrition directors
○ 2:00 p.m. pacific

webinars on tuesday, may 19

https://www.eatrightstore.org/cpe-opportunities/online-courses/opportunities-and-challenges-in-providing-school-meals-in-the-wake-of-covid-19
http://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/webinars/menu-planning-non-congregate-meals
https://zoom.us/j/94499381714


http://www.farmtoschool.org/resources-
main/local-policy-ask-template-in-resp
onse-to-covid-19

policy “ask” template

http://www.farmtoschool.org/resources-main/local-policy-ask-template-in-response-to-covid-19
http://www.farmtoschool.org/resources-main/local-policy-ask-template-in-response-to-covid-19
http://www.farmtoschool.org/resources-main/local-policy-ask-template-in-response-to-covid-19


○





pull up a chair

1. ask yourself, 
“what do I bring to the table?”

2. build authentic relationships 
with key decision makers

3. don’t be afraid to share your 
voice

Source: 
https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/evan-thompson/decision-
making-table-career-advice_a_23368823/

https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/evan-thompson/decision-making-table-career-advice_a_23368823/
https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/evan-thompson/decision-making-table-career-advice_a_23368823/


take a bite
1. align your “asks” with the long-term goal of the organization/district
2. know exactly what you are asking for - avoid vague generalizations
3. paint a picture:

○ how you will use that funding
○ what is at risk without it

“success may depend on striking the right balance 
between confrontation and negotiation.” 

- grantcraft.org

One Action: what is one thing you can do today?






