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thank you for 
being part of this 
community.







community of practice

400 individuals
259 organizations
27 states 

123 educational institutions in california represent:
1.5+ million students
200+ million meals
2,500+ schools



agenda

● school food innovators
● reopening schools
● funding & policy updates
● farm to school & nutrition 

education
● grants & resources 
● discussion

usda professional standards
1170, 1310, 1210, 1220, 1230, 3240, 4120, 4150, 4160

1 hour of professional development



upcoming calls

join us on 8/6!
9-10 a.m. PDT



school food innovators











reopening 
schools



policy & advocacy



SY 20-21 waivers

confirmed: 🎉
● USDA foods entitlement 
● non-congregate email

● meal service time email

● parent meal pick up policy

● meal pattern flexibility survey

● OVS for high schools  

mailto:snpinfo@cde.ca.gov
mailto:snpinfo@cde.ca.gov
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1mPDThnC8ssQbOr_bcHqnWudlLKRzJfoS?usp=sharing
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/cnpcov19waiverextension.asp


advocacy letters

requested: 🤞
● area eligibility
● universal free meals
● SFSP/SSO for distance learning
● afterschool snack/supper 
● FFVP flexibilities
● additional funding



“We’re going to be going from a 

situation where we were just 

providing meals to all kids, no 

questions asked … to having to track 

by student name and status, so that 

you can charge families if they don’t 

qualify by submitting a free and 

reduced meal application… Our 

schools are very, very concerned 

about how that’s going to work.” 

- Rosie Krueger, Vermont DOE

https://www.politico.com/news/2020/07/20/millions-of-kids-may-lose-out-on-free-meals-as-they-return-to-school-374587


https://cqrcengage.com/schoolnutrition/app/write-a-letter?2&engagementId=508658&ep=AAAAC2Flc0NpcGhlcjAx85GWIPJnsOFAbNSymsekB_ZYn1F3hgr50Y88yyEcO5wR6_QTc9Dy6uFZToeOC_qs1Ud0Q698IAkYp2cQaHn72AYztraBcUzM7GHEzaYNDD4&lp=0


CA funding update



california: emergency school meals funding

CARES ACT: $112 million

● up to 75 cents for each meal 
served (mar-august)

● sites that were open for 
emergency meal distribution

● no application required

 

COVID-19 Disaster Claims

● disaster claim funds for school 
meals not served

● temporary closure / reduced 
service (mar-june)

● application required, due 8/31!
https://www.cde.ca.gov/LS/nu/disasterreliefreimburse.asp 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/LS/nu/disasterreliefreimburse.asp


farm to school 
& 

food education



farm to school during 
COVID-19

● simplified procurement

● support your local economy

● increase perception 

● increase participation

● increase quality & nutrition 

● reduce waste

http://www.farmtoschool.org/Resources/NFSNResource-LocalFood-COVID.pdf
http://www.farmtoschool.org/Resources/NFSNResource-LocalFood-COVID.pdf


“doing what’s right is also what’s right 
for the bottom line. it comes down to 
an obligation: healthy food, successful 
students.”

fred espinosa
manager of acquisition and production
san diego unified school district



san diego unified school district

● california food for CA kids
● california thursdays
● meatless mondays
● plant-based meals
● farm to school, HOTM, gardens
● nutrition education
● love food, not waste
● culinary training & expanding speed-scratch 



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gNxgVMP1UBEZ4jUgGT7wXFnDuG6oLZrW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gNxgVMP1UBEZ4jUgGT7wXFnDuG6oLZrW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gNxgVMP1UBEZ4jUgGT7wXFnDuG6oLZrW/view?usp=sharing


emergency 
procurement
● non-competitive 

● limited in duration 

● allowed during COVID-19*

● more info here

*check w/your state agency!

● at or below $10,000*

● no quotes required

● single transaction, or spread 

equitably among qualified 

suppliers

● more info here

micro-purchasing

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/noncompetsolicitations.asp
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cfs/procuring-local-foods


harvest of the month

● coloring sheets

● recipes

● family newsletters



abundant california 
lessons

● fact sheets

● at home taste tests



nourishing students 
activities

● great for k-5

● exploration  guides

● at home taste tests



the edible schoolyard



lunchassist: 
nutrition education





digital media

● garden tours

● cooking lessons

● nutrition lessons







support

● foodcorps
● dietetic interns
● community partners

○ after school staff
○ outdoor education

● school staff
● volunteers



grants & resources



pure farmland 
pure growth project

due july 31

audience: organizations 
affiliated with or operated 
by a public agency or 
institution (including 
public schools) are eligible

$1,000 - $20,000 

supports community 
gardens



ag in the classroom & ccof
2020 look at agriculture... 
organically! 

due august 31

audience: educators 
nationwide

up to $1,000

supports the integration of 
organic agriculture into 
regular classroom 
instruction



cigna foundation 
healthier kids for our future 

due september 30

audience: districts with 
70% free/reduced or 
higher

up to $65,000/yr for 2 yrs

boosts access to healthy 
meals and nutrition 
education





discussion


