




http://www.lunchassist.org/join




agenda

● district spotlights
● Funding & policy
● reopening updates
● Grants, events + resources
● leadership
● discussion

usda professional standards
1110, 1310, 22430, 3240, 3450, 4120, 4130, 4160

1 hour of professional development

We have so MUSHROOM in our hearts 
for our students! 💗🍄



join us...
9:00-10:15 a.m. PST / 12:00-1:15 p.m. EST

MARCH

4

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/up%20Ytde-uqTIp5W3YWMxHDzNjEWcAj6n7Fg
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/up%20Ytde-uqTIp5W3YWMxHDzNjEWcAj6n7Fg
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madera , ca



brentwood , ca



brentwood , ca



desert sands , ca



desert sands, ca





federal COVID relief funding

additional  reimbursement for 
(55% of the difference between 2019 and 2020 revenue)

april 2020 payment = (april 2019 reimb. - april 2020 reimb.) x 0.55

released january 26, 2021



CA COVID relief funding

 reimbursement for 
(75 cents for each meal served during school closures)

april 2020 payment = # of breakfasts + lunches served x $0.75

CNIPS → claims tab → payment summary



usda nationwide waivers + memos

●  - january 15, 2021

○ USDA foods for SY 20-21 and SY 21-22 will be based on SY 18-19 lunch counts
○ states must have opted in by jan 31, 2021 

●  - january 6, 2021
○ for at-risk supper: allows documentation of meal pick-up to count for attendance
○ CDE has not allowed any additional flexibilities based on this Q&A and maintains 

that student names must be collected
○ what are other states doing?



procurement

● contracts negotiated or extended through emergency procurement 
may not be renewed (must do a new negotiation)

● state agency approval may be required for an FSMC (CA)

references:
● Waiver #71 - January 6 (extension)
● Q&A SP-21, see Q #5



what’s next? 

●
○ data as of april 1, 2021
○ due june 30, 2021

●
○ due june 30, 2021



what’s next?

●

“Last year, Congress made it possible for schools to 
serve meals at no cost to families. This policy is a 
win-win for both hungry children and schools: 
families don’t have to worry about paying for 
meals, and schools can more easily serve food to 
children in need. But the policy is at risk of expiring 
by the summer. Policymakers should put children 
first and make eliminating childhood hunger and 
ensuring access to good nutrition a priority…  in the 
next federal stimulus.“

- dr. katie wilson, SNS











COVID-19 food service FAQs
● cafeterias
● ventilation
● layouts
● self-service stations
● disposable items
● procedures for when a food worker 

tests positive

updated dec. 23, 2020



quarantine calendar examples

san diego HHSA: 



multilingual posters

san diego HHSA: 



recommendations & expectations

● pre-plated meals
● individually plated, boxed, bagged, or 

wrapped meals
● IW cartons, bottles, and condiments - 

served with the meal

● more meal service access points
● meals in the classroom
● grab-and-go stations
● restricted use of utensils/containers 

brought from home

● gloves and masks (staff & students)
● social distancing (staff & students)
● physical barriers

● collaborative relationships with local 
purveyors and farmers

● creative marketing
● creative food packaging



 recommended

● family-style meal service
● share tables
● self-service food bars
● salad bars
● shared serving utensils



Maureen Pisanick
President/Chief Nutrition Officer

Pisanick Partners, LLC.
maureen@pisanickpartners.com

8225 Brecksville Rd
Brecksville OH 44141

440-922-6770

mailto:maureen@pisanickpartners.com


● Challenges - Participation and multiple modes of service
● Successes - Food favorites and gratitudes
● Considerations - Multi tiered service models / team approach

Reopening Trends



Reboot à La Carte

Google pre-order forms to mimic our competitors



Participation Promoter 

+



Pick a Bundle



MT-Go

● “Made-to-Order” → “Made-to-GO”

●  - thought process as it relates to 

economics/spending

○ https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/he/smarterlunchrooms.asp



 Behavioral Economics, in a Nutshell 



 Refresh Old Concepts | 



 Refresh Old Concepts | 



Bar Concepts To-Go



Children are Our Customers!

● Age-appropriate surveys to 
gauge interest for new menu 
items

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Vw7WaFMBjrvqq-dofp9SF6CVBBXz3TDJ/preview


Featured Recipes



Maureen Pisanick
President/Chief Nutrition Officer

Pisanick Partners, LLC.
maureen@pisanickpartners.com

8225 Brecksville Rd
Brecksville OH 44141

440-922-6770

mailto:maureen@pisanickpartners.com
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national grants

●
○ new or expanding youth gardens that serve at least 15 youth
○ open to all non-profits, including schools
○ awards: $500 - $1,000
○ application due

● USDA:
○ varies by state (states already awarded funds)
○ awards: support for developing recipes that reflect local agriculture
○ letter of intent due 

https://kidsgardening.org/2021-gromoregood-grassroots-grant/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/2021-team-nutrition-training-grants
https://www.fns.usda.gov/grant/rfa-2021-team-nutrition-training-grant-school-meal-recipe-development


national grants

● whole kids foundation:
○  k-12 schools or nonprofits that serve k-12 students
○ awards: $3,000 edible education gardens
○ application due 

https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/programs/school-gardens-grant


CA grants

● CDFA:
○ june 2021 - march 2023
○ school districts and supporting community organizations
○ grant Q&As
○ application due 

● CDE: 
○ SY 21-22
○ awards: up to $15,000 per school site, for non-recurring expenses 
○ application due 

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/grants/pdf/2021_QA_CDFA_Farm_to_SchoolIncubatorGrantProgram.pdf
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/grants/pdf/2021_Farm_to_School_Incubator_RFA.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/sn/sbsfgrant.asp


CA grants

● CDE:
○ healthier meals, disaster service, food safety, or school breakfast program
○ application due march 2nd 

● CDE: 
○ july 1, 2021 - june 30, 2022
○ eligible elementary schools
○ use enrollment data from oct. 2019
○ application due march 5th

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/sn/mbsnp032021.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/ffvprfa2021announcement.asp#:~:text=The%20California%20Department%20of%20Education,2021%E2%80%93June%2030%2C%202022.


lunchassist resources

● SY 20-21 CACFP AR checklist

● SY 20-21 winter checklist

● SY 20-21 program integrity plan 
○ updated jan. 2021

● professional development
○ civil rights, free
○ 4 hours available in your library
○ lunchassist pro demo for new members

■  - english
■ - spanish



bulk meal recipes | 



organic school food: a 
road map for success | 



https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYrfumgrD0tHNJEcHCKDXMS9OnUh3v8mxQP


 | farm to school network conference

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/cafarmtoschoolconference/


 | 
global plant forward culinary summit

https://t.e2ma.net/message/09kpke/cvhqzt9


 | 
academy of nutrition and dietetics









50%
OF OUR DAILY ACTIONS

ARE BASED ON HABIT

NEARLY



sleepy
person coffee

perky
person






