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agenda

● district spotlights
● policy + funding updates
● CDC updates
● resources, grants, events
● panel discussion

usda professional standards
1130, 3240, 3450, 4110, 4120, 4150

1 hour of professional development

Photo: Borrego Springs Unified School District



one remaining call!

join us...
9:00-10:15 a.m. PST / 12:00-1:15 p.m. EST

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwtcu-rqTssGdx7ccEe3sKWk3hWD3_mTj6j
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwtcu-rqTssGdx7ccEe3sKWk3hWD3_mTj6j


district spotlights



borrego springs unified school district, ca



borrego springs unified school district, ca



lucia mar unified school district, ca
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orcutt union school district, ca



orcutt union school district, ca



orcutt union 
school district, ca

Taste of California Challenge 
Grant Recipient





policy + funding



policy updates | federal
12 new waivers: 

● all schools may serve meals for free under the SSO until 6/30/22
○ no area eligibility waiver required!
○ allowable for open and/or closed sites

● SFSP reimbursement rates paid for SSO meals
● state reimbursement on top of that! (CA)



policy updates | federal
extended until june 30, 2022:

● non-congregate meals service
● meal time requirements
● parent meal pick-up



policy updates | federal
meal pattern waivers: 

● current SSO meal pattern waiver expires on the 
first day of SY 21-22

● new SSO meal pattern waiver for SY 21-22
○ age grade groups & sodium should be easily waived
○ all other areas should be in compliance with the meal 

pattern unless there are truly extenuating circumstances
○ waivers will need to be approved on a case-by-case basis



policy updates | federal
summer food service program (SFSP): 

● current SFSP meal pattern waiver expires 6/30/21
● all other SFSP flexibilities expire on 9/30/21



policy updates | federal
child and adult care food program (cacfp): 

● area eligibility waiver extended until 6/30/22



policy updates | federal
virtual reviews: 

● administrative reviews
● site monitoring





CDE town hall 
highlight reel

+
summer waiver 

cheat sheet

exclusively for members of LunchAssist PRO



policy updates | california
SB 364: The School Meals for All Act of 2021

● make school meals free for all students in every CA school

● provide $0.25/meal for California-grown food

● establish grants for up to $30,000/school site for training and 
equipment on freshly-prepared food 

● provide low-income families with EBT during school breaks



SB 364: The School Meals for All Act of 2021… passed policy committees:

● sen. education committee 
● sen. health and human services committee 

...with unanimous, bipartisan support! 🎉

policy updates | california



policy updates | california
support  from 177 organizations:



policy updates | california

food service director champions

“My colleagues in School Nutrition and I have seen firsthand the students that go 
hungry when they do not have money to pay for school meals. Free school meals for 

all should not end when the waivers expire.”

Stephanie Bruce, Palm Springs Unified School District 

“We need to provide funding to ensure every student has their needs met so that 
they are prepared to learn. The time for Universal Meals is now.” 

Jennifer LeBarre, San Francisco Unified School District 



policy updates | california
4 ways to support CA school meals for all:

1. Sign on to the budget letter 
2. Send in your own letter to senate appropriations 
3. Share a quote with us about your support for school meals for all
4. Amplify the calls to action on social media 



CDC update



Neha Kanade Cramer
Brianna Dumas, MPH, RDN, LD

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)



resources ᐧ events ᐧ grants



resources | SY 21-22 ar boot camp
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resources | triennial assessment

https://www.lunchassist.org/blog
https://www.lunchassist.org/blog


resources | summer staffing



upcoming events

● may | no kid hungry california nominate a 
hunger hero
○ must nominate an individual (not a group)
○ must be school employee or community 

organization & agency staff/volunteer 
○ must be a member within that community 

● may 17-19 | CAFF’s week of action

○ 3 day free event open to all

● may 21 | USDA executive order 

○ response to agricultural and food supply chains
○ submit public comments at www.regulations.gov 

http://www.regulations.gov


upcoming events

● chef ann foundation | the state of school 
food post COVID
○ 6 question survey
○ may 15th deadline 

● health-e pro | financial fitness training
○ free training for school food professionals
○ earn professional development credits

● CICN| culinary platform for school nutrition 
professionals
○ updated webinar series
○ the mix up podcast series



upcoming events

● USDA | seeding success 2021
○ farm to school compost & till l planning for farm to 

school beyond the “now”
○ may 13th 2:30 pm CST

● SNA & CDC Foundation | best practices for 
covid-19 prevention and reopening schools
○ may 19th from 3-4:15 pm CST
○ SNA membership required

● Lean & Green Kids  | lesson 9

○ celebrating mexican culture
○ “live. love. eat plants!” pinto bean cultural 

connection
○ may 15 | recorded session



national grant & 
policy resource

● Sprouts Farmers Market | 
neighborhood grant

○ $2,500-$10,000 award
○ for community-level organizations  

providing nutrition education and 
healthy food access programs to kids

○ may 31 | applications due

● NextGen  | california advocacy 101

○ 3 page PDF document



panel discussion



reopening panel



panelists

Donna S. Martin, EdS, RDN, LD, SNS, FAND
Burke County Board of Education (GA)

Jennifer Lew-Vang, RD
Turlock Unified School District (CA)

Maureen Pisanick, RD, LD
Pisanick Partners, LLC (OH)



“leadership



burke county schools
donna martin, EdS, RDN, LD, SNS, FAND
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turlock unified
jennifer lew-vang, RD
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“communication



pisanick partners
maureen pisanick, RD, LD
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“teamwork



discussion


