






Agenda
● Welcome 

● Policy Update

● Summer Meals Programs & Resources

● Summer Meals Outreach & Promotion

● District Highlights: Summer Meals & Farm to Summer 

● Guest Speakers

● Presenter Q+A, Group Discussion

● Resources



Policy Update



2023 State Policy Priorities 
In Governor’s January Budget: 
$650M - Protect School Meals for All
$750M - Fund increased state reimbursement $0.96/meal

Not in Governor’s January Budget:  
$600M - Kitchen Infrastructure and Training (KIT) 
$100M - School Food Best Practices Fund 
$1M - School Meals for All Evaluation



2023 School Meals For All coalition 





Ways to Get Involved
● Sign on to the 2023 School Meals for All 

budget letter 

● Share your story: How are you using KIT 
funds in your district? What are the 
successes of School Meals for All?



AB 1178: Caregiver Meals
Would provide FREE summer meals for caregivers 

Why we care:

● Increases summer meal participation 

● Employs school nutrition workers in the summer

● Encourages kids to eat their fruits and veggies 



Summer Meals 
Programs & Resources



Summer Meals Programs

● Seamless Summer Feeding Option (SSO)

● Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)

● Universal Meals Mandate in Summer 

● Expanded Learning Opportunities Program (ELOP)



Resources for Summer Meals Programs 

● LunchAssist: Common 
Summer Nutrition Programs 
for California SFAs

● USDA: Summer Meals 
Toolkit 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J807mzrKrFoas_TPsy4wv-u8SuLkfRiA/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J807mzrKrFoas_TPsy4wv-u8SuLkfRiA/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J807mzrKrFoas_TPsy4wv-u8SuLkfRiA/view?usp=share_link
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/summer-meals-toolkit
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/summer-meals-toolkit


Farm to Summer Activities & Events

● Farm to Summer Week: June 19-23, 2023

● Farm to Summer Celebration criteria:
○ Serve at least one local food,
○ Conduct at least one nutrition education activity,
○ And connect what they did with others

“Students can be so inquisitive when they have an opportunity to learn 
something new in a hands-on activity. F2Summer often allows us the 
opportunity to do nutrition education in a small group setting, where you can 
answer student questions and give students the opportunity to truly 
participate in the activity.” -Michelle Drake at Elk Grove USD

https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/farmtosummer.pdf


Farm to Summer Enrichment Resources

● Center for Ecoliteracy: Farm to Summer Planning Guide

● USDA: Farm to Summer How States Can Promote Local 

Foods and Agriculture-Based Activities

● Center for Ecoliteracy: Nourishing Students Enrichment 

Activities

● FoodCorps: Sprout Scouts Activities Handbook

● No Kid Hungry: Recipe & Food Skills Handouts to Share 

Alongside Summer Meals

https://www.ecoliteracy.org/download/nourishing-students-enrichment-activities-grades-k-5


Outreach and Promotion

● Message

● Medium

● Messenger



● Outreach materials

● Social media

● Community engagement  

Increase Community Awareness

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33xvoK0F7CE


● Adding a new site starts off slow

● With marketing and promotion, it builds

● Don’t overdo it, start slow, reel it in

● “Any increase in participation each year is progress!”

Lessons from Alvord Unified School 
District

Eric Holliday, Director of Nutrition Services



District Highlights:
Summer Meals & 
Farm to Summer



Lodi Unified School District

Nancy Rostomily, Director of Nutrition Services



Lodi Unified School District

Nancy Rostomily, Director of Nutrition Services



San Luis Coastal Unified School District

Erin Primer, Director of Nutrition Services



San Luis Coastal Unified School District

Erin Primer, Director of Nutrition Services



San Diego Unified School District

Fred Espinosa, Director of Nutrition Services



Guest Speakers



Vince Caugin
Executive Director of Nutrition Services & Warehousing

Natomas Unified School District



Lauren Thomas
Food and Nutrition Services Director

San Miguel Joint Union School District



Farm to Summer
San Miguel Joint Union School District





• Raspberry Tasting
• Meet the Farmer
• Yogurt popsicles and 

nutrition education 



Scott Berndt
Central Kitchen Manager

Riverside Unified School District



Presenter Q+A
Group Discussion



Center for Ecoliteracy Resources
● Join the California Food for California Kids Network

● Farm to Summer Planning Guide

● Nourishing Students Enrichment Activities 

● How to Plan a Student-Centered Farmer Visit to Your School

● 2023 School Meals for All Organizational Sign-On

https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/network-membership
https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/farm-summer-planning-guide
https://www.ecoliteracy.org/download/nourishing-students-enrichment-activities-grades-k-5
https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/student-centered-farmer-visit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScF9uMIKHj8lGhjsaZGzFjAFod2Yha_0fynZ-VDIiX2ffoCow/viewform


Partner Organization Resources

CDFA Office of Farm to Fork: 
● Farm to School Network: Community of Practice #6 tomorrow! 

Thursday April 20, 2023 @ 1:30 p.m. PT

CDE:
● 2023 Summer Meal Service Sites
● Farm to Summer Celebration Week

https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIscOGuqT4uE2TuV1sc9_q_e0T--mAJOiw
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sh/sn/summersites23.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/LS/nu/he/f2summercelebrationwk.asp


Partner Organization Resources

LunchAssist: 
● Common Summer Nutrition Programs in California

No Kid Hungry: 
● School's Out, Food's In: Summer Meals Resources 

○ Grant Inquiry Form due April 28
USDA:
● Farm to Summer Factsheet

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J807mzrKrFoas_TPsy4wv-u8SuLkfRiA/view
https://state.nokidhungry.org/california/summer-meals/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/farm-summer-ripe-local-foods


Thank you!

@ecoliteracy@centerforecoliteracy

@center_for_ecoliteracy @center-for-ecoliteracy

https://twitter.com/Ecoliteracy
https://www.facebook.com/centerforecoliteracy/
https://www.instagram.com/center_for_ecoliteracy/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/center-for-ecoliteracy



